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1.0 Executive summary 
 

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sits alongside and supports the planning application 
for appraisal drilling at the Burniston Mill site, Burniston, Scarborough. This document therefore 
forms part of the formal planning submission for that application. 

The proposed scheme can be summarised as: Proposed temporary planning permission for the 
construction and operation of a drilling rig for the appraisal of subsurface hydrocarbons, testing well 
and retention of the equipment. 

This document outlines the activity undertaken within the application area to engage communities 
and stakeholders and to inform them of plans for the site. 

Europa Oil and Gas, and their community engagement consultant Clarence Communications, 
employed a variety of strategies leading up to and following the drop-in event in September 2024 to 
ensure extensive involvement with the local community and interested stakeholders. 

The following table provides a brief overview of this activity. 

Consultation activity 
Leaflet distribution  Leaflet posted by Royal Mail to 767 properties - 22 

business and 745 residential   
Posters  Posters outlining the consultation and including 

details of the drop-in event, were posted in various 
locations through the consultation area. 

Briefing email with leaflet   An email outlining the plans was sent, along with 
the project leaflet, to the following: 

¶ Burniston Parish Council clerk 

¶ Parish Council chairman 

¶ North Yorkshire Council (NYC) leader and 
ward councillor 

¶ NYC officers for highways, planning, 
landscape, growth and heritage 

¶ North York Moors National Park 

¶ Heritage Coast management team 

¶ Natural England 

¶ Environment Agency 
 

The email offered a briefing meeting and invited 
recipients to the drop-in session. 

Letter outlining the plans A letter was sent to the MP for Scarborough and 
Whitby, Alison Hume, and followed up with three 
further emails offering a briefing meeting to explain 
the project. Other MPs in the area were also 
alerted. 

Meetings Online and face-to-face meetings were held with 
the following organisations to further explain the 
plans: 

¶ NYC planning and environmental health 
officers  

¶ Local Ward councillor  

¶ Burniston PC chair  
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Media  Media briefing were held with the following news 
outlets both before, during and following the drop-
in session: 

¶ BBC news 

¶ Drill or Drop  

¶ ITV News 

¶ This is the Coast  

¶ York Press 

¶ Yorkshire Post 

¶ Scarborough News 

¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ¢± bƻǊǘƘ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ 
 

Event A drop-in session, was held at the Burniston and 
Cloughton Village Hall on 26th September 2024 
between 1pm and 6pm. Exhibition banners 
outlining the plans were on display and members of 
the project team were on hand to answer questions. 

Project web page All exhibition panels were posted on a dedicated 
web page where interested members of the public 
were directed for further information and to revisit 
the plans. All visitors to the website were invited to 
complete a project feedback sheet on the online 
portal. 

Dedicated email address  Alongside all materials, including the invitation 
letter, emails and exhibition brochure, a dedicated 
consultation email address was included to enable 
local people and key stakeholders to make contact. 

Follow up emails Follow up emails and correspondence were sent to 
any respondent to the consultation who asked 
specific questions or required clarity on certain 
aspects. These also opened up email lines of 
communication for further feedback and meetings 
where required. 

Additional mail out  A second mail out was sent via Royal Mail to all 
households and businesses in Burniston after the 
drop-in event. 

Follow-up meetings  A number of follow-up meetings were held with key 
landowners and interested stakeholders following 
the consultation.  

Site tour  A site tour of a producing oil site at Wressle near 
Scunthorpe was facilitated for Burniston 
councillors. 

 

The remainder of this document explains in more detail what consultation activities have taken 
place and the feedback from local people.  

 

 

 



5 

 

2.0 Background and overview 
 

A comprehensive public engagement and consultation programme has been prepared on behalf of 
Europa Oil and Gas around plans seeking planning permission for appraisal drilling at land off 
Burniston Mill, Coastal Road, in Burniston (see map below). 

The programme was designed to be public-facing and engage with those people local to the site and 
those who may be potentially impacted by the proposed development. It also sought to engage local 
politicians and officers in public bodies with an interest in the local area. 

The Cloughton gas reservoir was discovered in 1986, and Europa has been a licence holder since 
2014. With the governing body, the North Sea Transition Authority (NSTA), supportive of potential 
development at Cloughton, Europa became the licence operator in July 2023. 

Appraisal drilling is required to understand and evaluate if the discovered gas in place within the 
Cloughton Gas Field can be produced at commercially viable rates from the Carboniferous 
sandstones.  

 

 

 

This SCI outlines, in detail, the consultation activity that took place in the surrounding area in 
September and October 2024 and further communication thereafter. This demonstrates that the 
level of consultation accords with both NY/Ωǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ industry 
best practice. 

3.0 Consultation programme  
 

In line with the objective to engage with the community and interested bodies as soon as possible to 
allow for the plans to be understood, our consultation programme focused on communicating with 
those in the local area who would be most likely to have an interest in the plans. 

The overall aim of the consultation process was to: 

¶ provide factual information so that local people understood the nature of the proposed 
activity; 
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¶ counter any misinformation and misconceptions;  

¶ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ of the proposals; and, 

¶ take on board concerns about potential environmental impacts from the proposed 
development at this location.  
   

The key strategies we employed are listed below. 

Pre-event engagement 

Prior to the public exhibition we undertook a number of pre-event engagement strategies to discuss 
the plans and drive public awareness of the event. 

Pre-engagement emails 
 
Prior to the direct mail to local people, we engaged with key community stakeholders to ensure that 
they were pre-briefed on the plans. The public leaflet was emailed in advance to stakeholders along 
with an invitation to be briefed on the plans prior to the public launch. This was sent to the NYC 
ward councillor, NYC council leader, Burniston Parish Council chair and clerk.  
 
The local MP, Alison Hume, has made a number of media appearances incorrectly stating that the 
drilling plans involved ΨŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩ ŀǘ .ǳǊƴƛǎǘƻƴ. The team was keen to engage with her and explain the 
process proposed. At the time of writing, she has been contacted on four different occasions with 
information including the leaflet distributed to local people and a letter outlining the plans. She has 
not yet engaged with the Europa team.  
 
On 9th September 2024 Minister for Energy, Michael Shanks MP wrote to Ms Hume to explain that 
the proppant squeeze operation is not fracking and is commonplace in other sectors such as the 
water industry as well as in conventional oil and gas operations. 
 
We also engaged with the MPs of neighbouring constituencies, namely, Kevin Hollinrake for Thirsk 
and Malton, Anna Turley for Redcar and Luke Myer for Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland. 
 
In addition, the team contacted relevant public bodies who may have an interest in the proposals. 
The same briefing email was sent to NYC officers for planning policy, minerals, highways, landscape 
and ecology; the Environment Agency, Natural England and the North York Moors National Park 
Authority.  
 
An example copy of these emails can be found in appendix one. 
 
Briefings 
 
Following on for the email briefing, a number of meetings were held with those people keen to engage 

about the plans. These included NYC officers, the local ward councillor and Burniston PC chair. 

Media  

To further spread the message about the plans and the consultation, members of the team 

conducted interviews with local, regional and national media outlets. These interviews sought to 

rectify the considerable amount of misinformation which was circulating about the plans for the site 

and the processes to be undertaken.  

In the run-up to and during the consultation open day, interviews were held with the following 

publications. Hyperlinks and copies of the coverage can be found in appendix two. 
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¶ BBC news 

¶ Drill or Drop  

¶ ITV News 

¶ This is the Coast  

¶ York Press 

¶ Yorkshire Post 

¶ Scarborough News 

¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ¢± bƻǊǘƘ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ 
 
Leaflet drop  

A leaflet was delivered to all 767 properties in Burniston (both business and residential) by Royal 
Mail. 

The leaflet contained a brief overview of the plans, an invitation to the consultation event and 
dedicated contact details for the team. It also included a brief Q&A section based on the questions 
raised at the extraordinary parish council meeting held on 29th July 2024. Again, this Q&A aimed to 
counter some of the misinformation which was being spread around the local community from 
opponents to gas development in principle. 

The distribution area was designed to reach those who may have the most interest in the 
development and can be seen in the map below. Delivery of the leaflet was completed more than a 
week before the consultation launch and well ahead of the public drop-in session to allow adequate 
notice.  

A copy of the leaflet can be seen in appendix three. 
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The distribution area for the leaflet showing post code markers 

Online  

Prior to the launch of the consultation, the mail out leaflet was posted online and information 
provided to advise visitors to check back after the launch. Once the consultation launched, all the 
exhibition boards were made available alongside a digital feedback form which could be completed 
online. 

Poster sites 

Posters advertising the consultation and the drop-in event were displayed at various locations 
around the village including the post office and the digital display at the village hall. A copy of the 
poster and pictures of it in position can be seen at appendix four.  

 
Public exhibition 
 
On Thursday 26th September 2024, a public drop-in event was held displaying boards detailing the 
proposed activity and members of the Europa team were on hand to answer any questions. 201 
people attended the event in total.  
 
The event was held at the Burniston and Cloughton Village Hall in Burniston, which is centrally 
located, is fully accessible, on a bus route and provides ample car parking. Although the venue is 
very well used and has a packed diary, we were able to secure a slot from 1pm to 6pm. This slot 
accommodates post-school time and, by running through into the early evening, allows people the 
opportunity to drop in after work.  

All the exhibition boards displayed at the drop-in event and online can be seen in appendix five. 

Brochure 

A brochure was produced which included all the information displayed at the drop-in event. This was 
made available for people to take away from the event and could be posted to anybody who was 
unable to attend and did not have access to the internet.  

Follow-up meetings 

After the consultation, face-to-face meetings were held with eight local business owners and 
interested stakeholders on the proposed site in Burniston on Wednesday 13th November 2024. 
These meetings gave stakeholders the opportunity to view the site and discuss any concerns about 
potential impacts. 

Site tour 

A site tour of an operational oil drilling site at Wressle near Scunthorpe was held for members of 
Burniston parish council. While an oil drilling operation is slightly different to a gas site, the site tour 
gave them the opportunity to see what a working site looks like and to ask questions about how the 
Burniston site might operate. 

Backdrop to the consultation 

The consultation at Burniston was conducted against a backdrop of protestor activity providing 
misinformation which led to confusion amongst local audiences attending the drop-in event. 
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Protestors posted online and erected posters and billboard sites around the village claiming the 
plans were for fracking. A public meeting was held by Frack Free which was well attended and 
further exacerbated the confusion around the nature of the plans. 

On the day of the public exhibition, protestors picketed the venue with tents and banners displayed 
outside and discouraged attendees from coming into the hall. They also discouraged people within 
the hall from completing feedback forms.  

This protestor action could have dissuaded some people from engaging in their democratic rights to 
have their say about the plans and to tell us about local concerns. 

Follow-up additional engagement 

Because of the protestor action (and the bad weather) on 26th September, we decided to undertake 
a further mailing to households in Burniston. This aimed to reach the local people who would be 
most impacted by plans rather than the protestors, many of whom had travelled from elsewhere to 
disrupt the consultation process. It also gave us the opportunity to engage directly and better 
understand local concerns.  

The leaflet was sent to all the houses and businesses covered by the previous mailing and invited 
local people to contact us by phone, email or post to let us know their concerns or questions. We 
also offered to meet people in their homes or via Teams if they wanted a face-to-face meeting. 

A copy of the additional leaflet can be found in appendix six. 

Feedback form 

A feedback form was available at the drop-in event and online for people to inform us about their 
views about the proposed development and their concerns about the plans for Burniston.  

One of the objectives of the feedback form was to determine if respondents were opposed to gas 
development in principle rather than this development specifically. It asked the following questions: 

¶ Do you agree with the Government that, as the UK progresses to Net Zero emissions, natural 
gas will be required until at least 2050? 

¶ Do you agree with the principle of producing gas domestically in the UK rather than 
importing gas from abroad? 

¶ The UK is currently using twice as much gas as we are producing, and we are importing half 
of the gas we consume from abroad. In 2023, 43% of this imported LNG was transported by 
takers. This imported gas results in emissions 20 times greater than domestic production. 
How do you think we should manage this situation moving forwards until the technology 
and infrastructure improves to make renewables an effective solution for our industrial site 
and homes and generating reliable electricity? 

The feedback form also sought to understand the concerns local people felt about the development. 
It suggested a number of issues and asked respondents to rank these issues for Europa to consider in 
the development. 

An open text box at the end of the questionnaire allowed respondents to address any further areas 
for consideration. A copy of the feedback form can be found in appendix seven. 
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4.0  Event feedback - Key themes and detail 

Throughout the consultation, both anecdotally at the drop-in event and on the feedback forms, a 
number of themes were apparent. These included: 
 

1. Anti-fossil fuel sentiment 
2. Calls for investment in renewables 
3. Concern that gas produced will be sold internationally 
4. Benefits to the local community 
5. Threat to tourism, house prices and property 
6. Localised environmental impacts 
7. Impacts of traffic and HGVs 

 

These concerns can be divided into two groups. Those which are covered by Government and 
planning policy (1-3) and those which are of local concern (4-7).  

Finding ways to address those in the latter group was therefore the major outcome from the 
community consultation and subsequent steps have been taken to ensure that full information is 
available for members of the public in relation to these concerns. These issues were addressed in 
the additional mailing and further questions and answers have been added to the Burniston 
consultation website. These address the issues and ensure that the community remain fully 
informed of plans for the site. 

More detailed findings 

The following section will deal with the feedback received at the drop-in session and then the 
feedback received online. 

In total 25 people completed a feedback form at the drop in (out of 201 attendees). This is a low 
response rate for the number of attendees, but it was apparent that protestors in the hall during the 
day were discouraging attendees from completing a feedback form (hence the additional mailing).   

The feedback form asked respondents a series of questions which aimed firstly to understand if the 
objection to the development was a fundamental one (eg a matter of policy) and also if there were 
specific concerns about the impact of the development at a local level.  

The first question asked respondents if they agreed with the Government that gas would be 
required until 2050?  

24 people answered the question of which о ǎŀƛŘ ȅŜǎΣ мс ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻ ŀƴŘ р ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

 

Respondents were then asked if they agreed with the principle of producing gas domestically. 

Do you agree gas will be required 
until 2050

Yes No 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ
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17 people answered this question of which р ǎŀƛŘ ȅŜǎΣ ф ǎŀƛŘ ƴƻ ŀƴŘ о ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

 

A follow-up question asked for suggestions on how the shortfall between the gas produced 
domestically and the gas required by the UK should be managed (given the UK imports half the gas 
we use from abroad). 

The respondents were given options as below: 

Continue to import gas: 2 respondents 

Generate our own UK gas supplies: 4 respondents 

Other: 13 respondents 

Of those replying ΨotherΩ ф ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ cited renewable energy sources and 3 used the opportunity 
to object fundamentally to gas development.  

Respondents were also asked to rank suggested issues from 1-7 with 7 being the most important.  
The points scored for each issue were aggregated and the following table shows those issues which 
respondents scored as being of most importance. These issues will all be dealt with through the 
planning process and have been addressed in the Q&A circulated to local people.  

 

 

An open comments section encouraged users to leave feedback on other issues they would like to 
be considered. 

Some respondents raised specific questions or concerns relating to their home or business. For 
example:  

Agree with producing gas 
domestically

Yes No 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Vehicle movements

Visual impact

Operational site safety

Light pollution

Groundwater aquifers

Operational noise

Air pollution

Issues for consideration
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άtǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳ, worried about the effects on water supply, subsistence, 
ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΣ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦέ 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ oŦ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘΦέ 

²ƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŀΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
with the respondent directly (where contact details have been provided) once the consultation 
closed to address their concerns or questions. 

Some comments suggested that while the respondent was not against development per se, they 
would prefer it elsewhere. Comments included: 

ά!ǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘŜǊΣ L ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŘŜǾŀƭǳŜŘΦ {ǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎΚέ 

ά9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ǝŀǎ bh¢ ƴŜŀǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέ 

Other themes which arose from the open comments section included impact on house prices and 
property, traffic congestion and delays, air quality, ground movements and other environmental 
concerns.  

5.0 Online feedback - Key themes and detail 

In addition, a further 27 feedback forms were submitted through the online feedback form. Unlike 
the drop-in event, much of the feedback from the online platform has come from much further 
afield and is largely not from local people.  
 
Of the 27 responses received online, only five are from a YO13 postcode. Other responses come 
from as far afield as Harrogate (62 miles from site) and Leicester (147 miles from site). There is a 
cluster of responses from areas round 30 miles away ς Cawton, Appleton-le-Moors, Brawby and 
Helmsley for example.  
 
The online feedback form asked respondents the same series of questions as the printed version.  

The first question asked respondents if they agreed with the Government that gas would be 
required until 2050. 

27 people answered the question of which 2 said yes, 18 said no and 7 ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ This 
response is similar to the printed forms received at the event. 

 

 
 

 
Respondents were then asked if they agreed with the principle or producing gas domestically? 

27 people answered this question of which 1 said yes, 24 said no and 2 ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

Do you agree gas will be 
required until 2050

Yes No 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ
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A follow-up question asked for suggestions on how the shortfall between the gas produced 
domestically and the gas required by the UK should be managed (given we import half the gas we 
use from abroad). 

The respondents were given options as below: 

Continue to import gas: 3 respondents 

Generate our own UK gas supplies: 0 respondents 

Other: 20 respondents 

hŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǇƭȅƛƴƎ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ 19 respondents cited renewable energy sources and 1 respondent 
suggested fossil fuel developments in other countries, 5 respondents used the opportunity to 
question how gas is traded both in the UK and abroad. 

Respondents were also asked to rank suggested issues for consideration in the development of the 
plans. The following table shows those issues which respondents scored as being of most 
importance. These issues will all be dealt with through the planning process and have been 
addressed in the Q&A circulated to local people.  

 

 
An open comments section encouraged users to leave feedback on other issues they would like to 
be considered. 

Two respondents raised specific question or concerns relating to their home or business. These 
respondents have been contacted directly by the Europa team to deal with their questions. 

Agree with producing gas 
domestically

Yes No 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ
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Questions raised were around access to business properties and potential compensation for loss of 
business if access was limited (please note: access would not be restricted).   

A number of online respondents were specifically concerned that the development would be 
ΨŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩ and would have associated impacts, therefore. The consultation communication and the 
online materials have been careful to explain the substantial difference between the proppant 
squeeze process and high ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŦǊŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ΨŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩΦ ¢ƘŜre is potentially more confusion about 
this issue in the online feedback as respondents had not attended the drop-in event and may not 
have read the online materials. Comments included: 

 
άI believe there should not be any fracking taking placeΦέ 
 
άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŀǎ άƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀƴΦέ 
 
άAll previous attempts at extracting gas by applying huge pressure to fissures have been totally 
unsuccessful and uneconomic so I think this project should not be approved. Fracking is banned in the 
U.K.έ 
 
άCǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
any different.έ 
 
ϦCǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǘǊŜƳƻǊǎΦέ 

A high number of respondents used the additional comments section to express general anti-fossil 

fuel sentiment.  

 

As the online feedback was received from a much wider geographical area there were less questions 

and concerns raised about local issues. Two respondents quoted concerns over traffic, house prices 

and insurance availability and the impact on tourism including noise, pollution and seismicity. 

Another respondent mentioned the nearby cliffs and questioned the issue of stability.  

 

Where they had not already been addressed in the exhibition boards, the issues which arose from 
the event and the online feedback were addressed in a Q&A, which was included on the additional 
leaflet sent out to all households following the consultation event. Other issues will be addressed in 
the planning application and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  

6.0 Feedback from additional leaflet  

 

The additional leaflet was delivered by Royal Mail to all households in Burniston week commencing 

January 6th 2025. Of those 767 properties feedback was received by email from six respondents. 

 

Of these, one respondent asked 8 questions about technical and practical matters relating to the 

drilling operation. These included questions on water transport and disposal, HGV movements, 

house prices and insurance, seismic activity and timescales. 

 

Two respondents were positive about the planned operation. They said: 

 

ά!s a long-term resident and gas user, I see absolutely no reason why the proposed operations 

should not be allowed to go ahead.έ 
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άL ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ - although dare not say this publiclyΗέ 

 

One resident questioned how many residents had told Europa that they were dissuaded from 

attending the September meeting by weather and protestors. 

 

Two respondents objected to the plans. Comments included:  

 

άL ŀƳ ŜƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ bhΦ bƻǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ so 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ .ǳǊƴƛǎǘƻƴ ǎŀȅǎ bhΦέ 

 

ά²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ .ǳǊƴƛǎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ kind of drilling/extracting/fracking in our little 

village. We like our village the way it is ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŧŀǘ ƴƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦέ 

 

All feedback can be seen in the accompanying document ς SCI feedback. 

 

7.0 Conclusion 

This SCI outlines the high level of engagement undertaken in Burniston. 

The consultation received a high level of interest in the proposals from the local community and 
further afield. While the protestor activity and weather may have impacted on some ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
appetite to attend the event, the attendance figures still showed a good engagement with local 
people (201 attendees including protestors from a mail shot of 767 properties).  

The level of misinformation about the plans was very high and this is reflected in the amount of 
ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩ received, both online and at the drop-in event. The two mailings 
undertaken aimed to combat this misinformation and the invitation extended, in that leaflet, to 
engage ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŀΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ through a face-to-face or online meeting, will help to address 
this issue. 

A lot of the feedback received focussed on a fundamental objection to fossil fuel development. For 
example, only 8% (five respondents) of those expressing an opinion agreed with the Government 
stance that gas will still be required in the UK until 2050. 

Other issues raised such as HGV movements and noise, light and pollution control will be addressed 
through the EIA and planning documents. 
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APPENDIX 1 ς example emails to key stakeholders 
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APPENDIX 2 ς Media coverage  

Example article: 

 

 

Links to other media coverage: 

YƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ .ǳǊƴƛǎǘƻƴ Ǝŀǎ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ς DRILL OR DROP? 

Burniston anti-fracking activists protest against gas drilling plan - BBC News 

Burniston drilling meeting ς key points and reaction ς DRILL OR DROP? 

Anti-fracking demonstrators gather in Burniston over fears for North Yorkshire village | ITV News 
Tyne Tees 

More than 100 residents and activists protest against Scarborough fracking plan 
(yorkshirepost.co.uk) 

Burniston Gas Drilling Rig Firm Holds Public Drop In Session - This is the Coast 

 

https://drillordrop.com/2024/09/27/kings-estate-does-not-respond-to-request-over-burniston-gas-drilling-plan/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx20rklmdy4o
https://drillordrop.com/2024/09/27/burniston-drilling-meeting-key-points-and-reaction/
https://www.itv.com/news/tyne-tees/2024-09-26/anti-fracking-demonstration-staged-in-north-yorkshire-village
https://www.itv.com/news/tyne-tees/2024-09-26/anti-fracking-demonstration-staged-in-north-yorkshire-village
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/more-than-100-residents-and-activists-protest-against-scarborough-fracking-plan-4800732
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/politics/more-than-100-residents-and-activists-protest-against-scarborough-fracking-plan-4800732
https://www.thisisthecoast.co.uk/news/local-news/burniston-gas-drilling-rig-firm-holds-public-drop-in-session/#:~:text=Wednesday,%2025%20September%202024%2017:32.%20By%20Matthew%20Pells.
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Burniston residents to show opposition to drilling at fracking consultation meeting 
(thescarboroughnews.co.uk) 

aŀȅƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ƪŀƛǘƘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǊŜŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ 
(thescarboroughnews.co.uk) 

More details on proposals for gas drilling and small-scale fracking near Scarborough ς DRILL OR 
DROP? 

Scarborough fracking plan set to proceed despite opposition | York Press 

More than 100 residents and activists protest against Scarborough fracking plan 
(thescarboroughnews.co.uk) 

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/people/burniston-residents-to-show-opposition-to-drilling-at-fracking-consultation-meeting-4795696
https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/people/burniston-residents-to-show-opposition-to-drilling-at-fracking-consultation-meeting-4795696
https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/environment/mayor-david-skaith-says-there-are-real-concerns-about-scarborough-fracking-plan-4781588
https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/environment/mayor-david-skaith-says-there-are-real-concerns-about-scarborough-fracking-plan-4781588
https://drillordrop.com/2024/09/13/more-details-on-proposals-for-gas-drilling-and-small-scale-fracking-near-scarborough/#:~:text=The%20proposals%20will%20now%20be%20discussed%20at%20a
https://drillordrop.com/2024/09/13/more-details-on-proposals-for-gas-drilling-and-small-scale-fracking-near-scarborough/#:~:text=The%20proposals%20will%20now%20be%20discussed%20at%20a
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/24573310.scarborough-fracking-plan-set-proceed-despite-opposition/
https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/people/more-than-100-residents-and-activists-protest-against-scarborough-fracking-plan-4800490
https://www.thescarboroughnews.co.uk/news/people/more-than-100-residents-and-activists-protest-against-scarborough-fracking-plan-4800490
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APPENDIX 3 ς leaflet distributed by Royal Mail to households and by email to key stakeholders  
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APPENDIX 4 ς posters displayed in public buildings and locations around Burniston  
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APPENDIX 5 ς Exhibition boards 
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APPENDIX 6 ς Additional direct mail leaflet   
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APPENDIX 7 ς Feedback form 
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Appendix 8 ς feedback - see appended document. SCI feedback. 


